Dance Programmes

Berkhamsted Strathspey and Reel Club
The cribs for forthcoming dances on this web site have been compiled by Ken Martlew.  They are a MS Word document.

In order to print them successfully you may need to adjust the page margins (FILE/Page Setup) as follows:-
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Also convert page to 2 columns.

and this may be too close to the edge for some printers.

While every effort has been made to check the original dance descriptions and proof-read these instructions, we cannot guarantee that they are free from mistakes.

Ken would be grateful to know of any further corrections needed - e-mail address below.

The format of the cribs is defined by the A7 booklets that are issued as tickets - large enough to contain all the information in a legible type, small enough to fit into a pocket or sporran.

Although unnecessary words have been trimmed to a minimum, the descriptions have been amplified in places where experience shows there is likely to be difficulty.  I have also taken the liberty of expressing things differently from the author’s text if I think it will be clearer and more succinct to do so.  However, there is no substitute for the original instructions in checking accuracy, and where possible I have indicated the source (and the recommended tune).  Many errors get transmitted from club to club over many years because no-one has checked the original description!

Words in Bold type are intended as a simple Aide-Memoir for those who are reasonably familiar with the dances.

The fuller descriptions in bold plus standard type are intended to provide enough information for any dancer reasonably familiar with dance instructions and basic figures to learn the dance from scratch.  If an MC just reads out the text the dancers should be able to pick it up (even if the MC himself hasn’t a clue!).

Words in italics or brackets add further incidental information, such as when to step up, and also full descriptions of some of the more advanced formations (such as the Rondel progression, or Diagonal Rights and Lefts).  

Abbreviations should be obvious to anyone familiar with common figures - e.g. “RHA” for “Right Hands Across”.

Happy dancing!

Ken Martlew


e-mail: kenmartlew@AOL.com
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